
 

THANK YOU!  
Your contributions to Project 

compassion bring a fuller life to 

others! 

 
 
St Patrick’s Primary School, Wangaratta, would like to acknowledge the Yorta Yorta Nation, whose clans include 
Bangerang (Pangerang) Kaitheban, Wollithiga, Moira, Ulupna, Kwat Kwat, Yalaba Yalaba and Ngurai-illiam-wurrung, as 
the Traditional Custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

 

This school supports the CHILD Safe Standards (Ministerial Order 870) and actively seeks to ensure that all students are 
kept safe from all forms of harm at all times. 
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Thandolwayo, Zimbabwe - Project Compassion 2019 
 
Life wasn’t easy for Thandolwayo. Every morning she would walk 7km and risk 
being attacked by crocodiles, as she collected clean water for her family 
With your generous support, Caritas Australia’s partner, Caritas Hwange, helped 
the community to install two solar-powered pumps and two 10,000 litre water 
storage tanks. 
 
Now 14-years-old, Thandolwayo, is excelling at school, particularly in English 
and Maths. She can concentrate on her studies instead of spending hours 
collecting water. 
 

Shirley, the Philippines - Project Compassion 2020 
 
Shirley is a Manide woman from the Philippines. As her family's sole breadwinner, 
she found it difficult to support her husband and four children. 
 
With your generous support, through Caritas Australia’s local partner, the Socio 
Pastoral Action Center Foundation of Daet, Inc. (SPACFI), Shirley trained to 
become an indigenous health worker. 
 
She has now taken over her father’s role as tribal chieftain and led her community through the pandemic. 
 

Halima, Bangladesh - Project Compassion 2021 
 
For Halima, a Rohingya refugee, living in the world’s largest refugee camp in 
Bangladesh, the past year has been particularly tough. Widowed at just 21, she 
fled escalating violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State in 2017, arriving at the camp 
with nothing. She is caring for her two young children, as well as for her mother 
who has a disability.  
 
Halima now earns an income from her hygiene training role with Caritas 
Bangladesh. She is now helping the community to prevent the spread of COVID-
19, as best they can in the crowded conditions with limited access to water, soap 
and masks. 
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ANZAC DAY MARCH 
 
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the RSL has decided 
that children will not be allowed to join the march on ANZAC Day 
this year. Two students and one teacher will be permitted to lay a 
wreath. The school will organise two of our four captains for this 
role. We do encourage families to attend as spectators for this 
significant service which will be held at the Cenotaph, corner of 
Ovens and Docker Streets at 11.00am, Monday 25th April. 
 

Head Lice 
 
Unfortunately we have had a few cases of head lice within the school. I ask that you please 
check your child’s hair and treat accordingly. If you are unsure, your chemist can advise you of 
suitable treatments. Please note it is important to check all family members. It is also 
recommended to wash pillowcases in hot water or place them in a dryer on high heat. 
 

Daylight Savings 
 
Enjoy the extra hour this weekend as Daylight Savings ends this Saturday 
evening. Clocks are turned back one hour. 
 

Early Finish 
 
Friday 8th April is our last day of Term 1. The day finishes one hour earlier than normal at 2.25pm.  
Buses also run earlier on this day. 
 

Sacrament Dates for 2022 
 

After discussions with Fr Nathan and Fr Shibu, we have been able 
to secure dates for Confirmation, Eucharist and Reconciliation for 
2022. 
 
To cater for the catch up from 2021, each school will run their own 
Sacramental programs. More information regarding preparation will 
be distributed to families soon. 

 

 

Confirmation Eucharist 
Year 5 (catchup from 2021) Wednesday 18th May 6.00pm - 7.30pm 

Year 4 (2022 group) Wednesday 22nd June 6.00pm - 7.30pm 
 

Reconciliation 
Year 3 Thursday 22nd October 6.00pm – 7.30pm 

 

 
COVID 
 

As another wave of COVID cases runs through the school we ask that you continue to test 
students, monitor for symptoms and quarantine if necessary.  The school must be informed of 
any cases that arise. I also ask that all visitors wear masks when entering the school buildings. 



Easter Raffle  
 

Our Easter raffle will be drawn on Friday 8th April at 12.30pm under 
the shelter. Donations of eggs, bunnies and/or assorted chocolates can 
be sent in with students or dropped into the office. All raffle tickets need 
to be returned by the morning of the draw.  All proceeds go to Caritas 
 
A huge thank you goes to ALISON SIMONETTI for her wonderful time 
and talent in wrapping our prizes.   
 

New Online Platform   
 

St Pat’s is moving from an old online platform (nForma) to a new platform called SIMON. This 
platform now brings us in line with the other schools within the Diocese. This platform allows us 
to streamline all our operations and give parents easier access to school information. 
 
The first (and simplest) stage involves marking the roll, which staff have now transitioned to. 
Future stages include student reports, a Parent Access Module (PAM), electronic permission 
notes and much more. Further communication will be shared as we implement them. 
 

Student Attendance 
 

Just a reminder that if your child is going to be away at any time , please notify your child’s 
teacher or the school office by no later than 9.00am of that day. As our legal obligation, absences 
must be recorded by the school and the school must contact families if there are any unknown 
absences. 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund - CSEF 
 

If you have a Health Care Card, please remember to complete the CSEF forms, that have been 
sent home, and return to school.  
 

Newsletter 
 

Our newsletter can be accessed on our website.  Annette (in the Office) also has a mailing list 
that she is happy to include you on. 
 
Simply email Annette on: abeitzel@spwangaratta.catholic.edu.au or phone the office 
(0357215795) and Annette will put you on the list. If all else fails, you can request a hard copy 
from the office. 
 

Mass Times 
 

* Saturday 4.00pm Our Lady’s 
* Saturday 6.00pm St Patrick’s 
* Sunday 8.00am St Patrick's 
* Sunday 9.00am Our Lady's 
* Sunday 10.30am St Patrick's 
* Sunday 12.00pm St Patrick’s 
* Sunday 10.00am Moyhu 
* Sunday 10.30am Whitfield (1st Sunday) 
 

      https://catholicwangaratta.wixsite.com/wangaratta  

 

        Gabby 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

  

     

  APRIL    8th - 2.25pm End of Term 1 

     15th - Good Friday 

     18th - Easter Monday 

     25th - ANZAC DAY 

     26th - PUPIL FREE DAY - Respectful  

Relationships Staff Training Day 

     27th - 9.00am Term 2 Commences (Wednesday) 
 
 

  MAY   18th - 6.00pm (2021 Group) Confirmation  

25th - School Photos (Please note change of date) 
 

 

JUNE   13th - Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

   22nd - 6.00pm (2022 Group) Confirmation 

24th - 2.25pm End of Term 2 
 

 

JULY   11th - 9.00am Term 3 Commences 

29th - PUPIL FREE DAY – Strategic Planning Day 
  

AUGUST 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 16th - 2.25pm End of Term 3 
 

 

OCTOBER    3rd - 9.00am Term 4 Commences 

   22nd - 6.00pm Reconciliation 

   31st - PUPIL FREE DAY – Report Writing Day 
 
 

NOVEMBER   1st - Melbourne Cup Holiday 

25th  - 2023 Planning Day  
 

DECEMBER 15th - 3.25pm End of Term 4 for Students 

   16th - End of Term 4 for Staff 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

            
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PAT ON THE BACK 
 

Foundation  Congratulations to ELIZA STAMP for the amazing progress she has  
Mrs Patterson displayed in learning her letter names and sounds. Well done Eliza, 

we're so proud of you! 
 

Foundation Congratulations to XAVIER KREMNEFF for the way in which he has  
Miss Box been applying himself to learning tasks. Xavier has been listening 

carefully to instructions and always aims to do his very best. Fantastic 
efforts! 

 

Year 1/2   A big pat on the back to EVIE KELLY for the amazing way she settles to  
Mrs Bray  her learning and shares her ideas. Keep reaching for the stars, Evie! 
 

Year 1/2   A big pat on the back to BLAKE CASTLE for the dedication he has been 
Mrs Newton displaying towards his learning. He is participating in whole group 

activities and listening carefully to instructions in order to start work with 
minimal support.   
 

Year 1/2   A huge pat on the back to JESSIE O’KEEFE for her amazing reading  
Ms Rinaldi  ability! It is a pleasure to listen to you read, Jessie! 
 

Year 3/4   Congratulations to EVIE FISCHER for her excellent work this week. Evie 
Mr McDonald has been very enthusiastic towards completing all of her classwork and 

taking great care with her handwriting. Keep up the great work! 
 

Year 3/4   Congratulations to SCARLETT DALTON for the way in which she is able  
Mrs Nicoll to effectively direct a team so that all members are actively engaged in 

learning. 
 

Year 3/4   Congratulations to RILEY SESSIONS for the wonderful writing work he  
Ms Sirianni has produced in class. Riley has listened carefully to feedback and put in 

great effort to improve his work. Well done Riley! 
 

Year 3/4   A big pat on the back to LUCY MALCOLM for always putting in 100% 
Mrs Rizzo  effort to all areas of her studies. Keep up the good week! 
 

Year 5/6  A big pat on the back to LYLAH BEVAN for the fantastic piece of ‘show,  
Ms Whitehead don’t tell’ writing she did about being scared. Lylah described the 

physical reactions her character felt in great detail. Keep up the great 
work, Lylah! 

 

Year 5/6  Congratulations to SEBASTIEN OATES for making lots of thoughtful  
Mrs Cassidy  contributions to class discussions. Seb's enthusiasm inspires class  

conversations and his questioning shows a great depth of 
understanding. Keep up the great work Seb! 
 

Year 5/6   A big pat on the back to RUBY FISCHER for the quick and accurate way  
Mrs Ackerly she measured interior angles of triangles using a protractor.  Keep it up, 

mathematician Ruby! 
 

Year 5/6  A big pat on the back to MIA THOMPSON for the enthusiasm and pride  
Mrs Rickard  she puts into all of her work. She participates with great passion during 

all of our learning tasks both at school and for her Homework. Well done 
Mia, keep up the great work! 

 



 
 

 

 



Children’s Chatter Matters! 
Language Learning activities to try at home. 
  
Focus: Developing students’ receptive language skills or the ability 
to understand the spoken word. 
This includes individual words as well as the sentence type/ 
structure. Receptive language skills underpin all areas of the 
school curriculum including literacy, numeracy and social and 
personal capabilities. 
 
Cut and paste the QR codes and/or website link into your newsletter for parents to follow 
up the activities on their computer/ipad or phones at home. 
 
 
1. Basic Concepts 
This activity targets your child’s understanding of basic concepts such as hard, wet, slow etc. 
Go to the QR Code below and see if your child can select the appropriate picture that goes 
with the concept. This is best suited for kinder/ prep/ one students.  
 

 
 
 
2. Spatial Concepts 
It is important for children to understand the concept words within instructions e.g. behind, 
between, next to. These are used frequently in the classroom. Try doing the activity below 
with your child. See if your child can select the correct concept word that goes with the 
picture. 
 

 



 
3. Wh- questions 
Children need to understand each of the Wh- question starters… Who? What? When? 
Where? Why? This will assist in understanding stories and remembering key information, as 
well as assisting students to generate their own stories. Here is a match- up activity to 
complete and discuss with your child.  
 

 
 
 
4. Word sorting 
Go to the QR Code below and help your child sort the pictures into their categories. Does 
the picture tell us who? where? when? or is it a doing word? 
 

 
 
 
5. Verbs 
This is a fun activity targeting your child’s understanding of verbs - these are doing words/ 
actions. Match the verb to who/ what does that action. Go to the QR Code below. 
 

 
 



 
6. Story sequencing and retelling 
Telling stories is a big part of daily life, even as adults! Children need to be able to sequence 
their ideas correctly and then put their ideas into words. Here are four steps in grooming a 
dog. Get your child to put the pictures into the correct order and then tell you how to 
groom a dog. Go to the QR Code below. 
 

 
 
 
7. Understanding phrases and sentences  
See if your child can match the phrase or sentence to the picture. You might need to read 
them out to your child. Go to the QR Code below. 
 

 
 
 
8. Understanding adjectives 
Adjectives are words that describe what something is like e.g. how something looks or feels. 
Here is a fun scavenger hunt for you to do with your child. Go to the QR Code below and 
spin the wheel! 
 

 
 



 
9. Conjunctions: because, but, so 
These conjunctions join two sentences together and are very important for students to 
understand and use in their spoken and written language. They each have a specific 
function; 
 
‘Because’ tells us why something is true.  
‘So’ tells us what happens as a result of something else.  
‘But’ indicates a change of direction, or compares two things.  
 
Here is a quiz to complete with your child. Try to select the correct conjunction to complete 
each sentence. Go to the QR Code below. 
 

 
 
 
10. Pig the Pug 
Children love the series of Pig the Pug books. Try to match the book cover to the correct 
title. Prompt your child to look at what Pig is doing, how he looks or what he has. Try to find 
the word to match. Go to the QR Code below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


