St Patrick’s School
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St Patrick’s Primary School, Wangaratta, would like to acknowledge the Yorta Yorta Nation, whose clans include
Bangerang (Pangerang) Kaitheban, Wollithiga, Moira, Ulupna, Kwat Kwat, Yalaba Yalaba and Ngurai-illiam-wurrung, as
the Traditional Custodians of the land on which our school is situated.
This school supports the CHILD Safe Standards (Ministerial Order 870) and actively seeks to ensure that all students are
kept safe from all forms of harm at all times.
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This Sunday’s Lenten Gospel Luke 15:1-32
The son asks his father for his inheritance, runs
off and squanders it. The older son remains,
continuing to provide for the father and the
household. Having been disgraced by the
younger son, the father spends some time
watching the road for the return of the lost son.
When he eventually sees his wayward son returning,
the father not only welcomes him but also runs out
to greet him and then honours him with a party. We
find no surprise in the anger of the older son. Yet the
father appears sad and even confused by the older
son's indignation. He says in reply that they should
celebrate because the lost son had returned. The
father is filled with gratitude and love for the older
son's faithfulness. This love is in no way diminished
by the father's rejoicing at the return of the younger
son. Yet the older son's jealousy reveals his limited
understanding of the depth of his father's love.
This parable is an example of God’s love for us,
merciful, kind and understanding. When the lost
return, the person seeking mercy does not feel
humiliated, but rather found again and 'restored
to value'. The father’s joy is that his son has been
'found again' and that he has 'returned to life'.

St Pat’s Day Celebration

It was truly wonderful to be able to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with our
student’s last week. We commenced the day with a beautiful engaging
liturgy with Fr Nathan and Fr Shibu. The key message being that Jesus
is our friend, a friend who is with us always.
It was great to see the creativity emerge with the variety of green
costumes and of course no celebration is complete without cake! Thank
you to all those who contributed to making the day so special.

Sacrament Dates for 2022
After discussions with Fr Nathan and Fr Shibu, we have been able
to secure dates for Confirmation, Eucharist and Reconciliation for
2022.
To cater for the catch up from 2021, each school will run their own
Sacramental programs. More information regarding preparation will
be distributed to families soon.

Confirmation Eucharist
Year 5 (catchup from 2021) Wednesday 18th May 6.00pm - 7.30pm
Year 4 (2022 group) Wednesday 22nd June 6.00pm - 7.30pm

Reconciliation
Year 3 Thursday 22nd October 6.00pm – 7.30pm

Building Update

Going,
Going,
Gone!

Parents and Friends Meeting
Thank you very much to those who were able to attend our first meeting on Monday night, we
are very grateful for your time and support. The first meeting included becoming familiar with the
CES Ltd Guidelines for Fundraising in Catholic Schools, discussing fundraising options for this
year and ways to increase parent participation.
Please feel free to come along to our meetings and join in our fundraising, as it’s a great way to
meet new parents and get involved. All are welcome.

New Online Platform
St Pat’s is moving from an old online platform (nForma) to a new platform called SIMON. This
platform now brings us in line with the other schools within the Diocese. This platform allows us
to streamline all our operations and give parents easier access to school information.
The first (and simplest) stage involves marking the roll, which staff have now transitioned to.
Future stages include student reports, a Parent Access module (PAM), electronic permission
notes and much more. Further communication will be shared as we implement them.

Student Attendance
Just a reminder that if your child is going to be away at any time, please notify your child’s
teacher or the school office by no later than 9.00am of that day. As our legal obligation, absences
must be recorded by the school and the school must contact families if there are any unknown
absences.

COVID
Please continue to test students, monitor for symptoms and quarantine if necessary. The school
must be informed of any cases that arise. The next fortnight of Rapid Antigen Tests will be
distributed this Friday.

Immunisation Status
Could all Foundations parents/carers, who have yet to do so, please provide your child’s
Immunisation status certificate to the school office as soon as possible?

Direct Debit for School Fees
Direct Debit is a great way to manage payments of school fees. Forms have been sent home
with the school fees. Written confirmation is required each year to process any direct debit. For
those who have filled out forms in previous years, an email to Annette will suffice to continue
payments.
Payments are processed on the first Friday of each month.

Easter Egg Raffle
Thank you to the families who have donated an egg to our
Easter Egg Raffle. The raffle will be drawn on the last day of
term 1, Friday 8th April.
For those new to the school we usually have fifty plus prizes,
including some pretty big Easter Egg Baskets. Raffle tickets
were sent home yesterday. More tickets are available from the
office. All proceeds go to Caritas.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund - CSEF
If you have a Health Care Card, please remember to complete the CSEF forms, that has been
sent home, and return to school. (Copy attached at the end of this newsletter)
Newsletter
Our newsletter can be accessed on our website. Annette (in the Office) also has a mailing list
that she is happy to include you on.
Simply email Annette on: abeitzel@spwangaratta.catholic.edu.au or phone the office
(0357215795) and Annette will put you on the list. If all else fails, you can request a hard
copy from the office.
Mass Times
* Saturday 4.00pm Our Lady’s
* Saturday 6.00pm St Patrick’s
* Sunday 8.00am St Patrick's
* Sunday 9.00am Our Lady's
* Sunday 10.30am St Patrick's
* Sunday 12.00pm St Patrick’s
* Sunday 10.00am Moyhu
* Sunday 10.30am Whitfield (1st Sunday)
https://catholicwangaratta.wixsite.com/wangaratta

Gabby

BOOKCLUB
Dear Parents
We are not sending out the next bookclub brochures this month but if you wish to purchase
anything from Issue 2, there is a link below to the Scholastic website.
You can place an online order through the LOOP ordering system under the Parents TAB.
Please make sure the orders are placed before the 29th March to ensure the books arrive
before the holidays.
No orders will be taken after this date.

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-educators/

Rosie

DATES TO REMEMBER
MARCH
8th
15th
18th
25th
26th

-

27th

-

2.25pm End of Term 1
Good Friday
Easter Monday
ANZAC DAY
PUPIL FREE DAY - Respectful
Relationships Staff Training Day
9.00am Term 2 Commences (Wednesday)

MAY

20th

-

School Photos

JUNE

13th
24th

-

Queen’s Birthday Holiday
2.25pm End of Term 2

JULY

11th
29th

-

9.00am Term 3 Commences
PUPIL FREE DAY – Strategic Planning
Day

SEPTEMBER

16th

-

2.25pm End of Term 3

OCTOBER

3rd
31st

-

9.00am Term 4 Commences
PUPIL FREE DAY – Report Writing Day

NOVEMBER

1st
25th

-

Melbourne Cup Holiday
2023 Planning Day

DECEMBER

15th
16th

-

3.25pm End of Term 4 for Students
End of Term 4 for Staff

APRIL

AUGUST

PAT ON THE BACK
Foundation
Mrs Patterson

Congratulations to LOUIS GOODEY for the amazing reading and writing that
he is producing in class. Louis is enjoying further challenges of learning how to use
the THRASS chart to support his sensible spelling choices when writing words.
Keep it up super star!

Foundation
Miss Box

Congratulations to JASMINE DARLOW for the perseverance she has shown in
Writing. Jasmine is learning to trust her letter sound knowledge and writing ability to
complete tasks.

Year 1/2
Mrs Bray

A big pat on the back to FLETCHER GOODEY for the amazing learning journey
he is on. Thank you Fletcher for your wonderful listening, sharing of ideas and
caring. Keep it up and reach for the stars!

Year 1/2
Mrs Newton

A big pat on the back to OLIVER FISCHER for the wonderful way he works
hard in the classroom to complete all tasks given. He ensures that he avoids any
distractions around the classroom, listens carefully to instructions and is always
prepared with what he needs including working materials. Keep up the fantastic
work Ollie!

Year 1/2
Ms Rinaldi

Congratulations to FLYNN CHANDLER for being a kind and caring friend
to others! Flynn is always inclusive and shows empathy for his peers.

Year 3/4
Mr McDonald

Congratulations to PIPPA KEANE for her amazing efforts in Spelling. Pippa
has been an enthusiastic participant in her learning during our regular Morphology
class in which she completed her work to an exceptional standard. Keep up the
great work Pippa!

Year 3/4
Mrs Nicoll

Congratulations to IMOGEN GRAY for the detailed summaries that she is
producing as part of her home reading. Imogen is able to clearly retell the main
details of the story so as to orientate her reader. Well done, Imogen!

Year 3/4
Ms Sirianni

Congratulations to SAM GIROLAMI for the wonderful persuasive letter he has
written to encourage the use of Minecraft in schools. Sam used well thought out
reasons and great supporting details to share his opinion in his text. Fantastic work
Sam!

Year 3/4
Mrs Rizzo

A big pat on the back to MAISY PERNA for her interesting persuasive writing
piece on why 'Social Media should be banned'. Maisy's well thought through sizzling
start and reasons made a great convincing argument. Love it Maisy, well done!

Year 5/6
Ms Whitehead

A big pat on the back to KYLE HENNESSY for focusing and applying himself
in the classroom and specialist activities. Keep up the great work Kyle!

Year 5/6
Mrs Cassidy

Congratulations to ANNABELL MARTINO for the positive way she approaches
all of her learning whilst at school and for her homework. Annabell takes pride in
everything she does and this is reflective in the work she produces. Keep up the
great work Annabell!!

Year 5/6
Mrs Ackerly

A big pat on the back to MADDISON REA for the growth she has shown in
confidence this Term, particularly when answering questions in class during our
Literacy sessions. You have lots of wonderful contributions to make Maddie, keep it
up!

Year 5/6
Mrs Rickard

A big pat on the back to FINN NEWTON for the amazing work he completed
during our spelling Morphine investigation this week. Finn found lots of different
words using our prefix and suffix bank showing a great understanding of how the
Greek forms of words are assembled. Well done Finn super effort!

NATIONAL
RIDE2SCHOOL
DAY
Friday 25 March 2022

Join in the celebration and
ride, walk, scoot or skate to school
on National Ride2School Day.

ride2school.com.au

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM

School Name

School REF ID

Parent/carer details
Surname
First name
Address
Town/suburb

State

Postcode

Contact number
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)
–

–

–

Foster parent under a temporary care order* OR

OR
Veterans affairs pensioner (Gold Card)**

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH).
**Applicants must provide a copy of the Veteran Affairs Gold card

Is this an application for special consideration (no CRN needed)? Yes ☐

No ☐

Student details
Student’s surname

Student’s first name

Student ID

Date of birth

Year level

(dd/mm/yyyy)

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink customer
details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also authorise the
Australian Government Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET.
I understand that:
• DFFH will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DFFH and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund provided by DET.
• Information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the DFFH and /or State Schools Relief
for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child’s school.

Signature of applicant

Date

/

/

CSEF ELIGIBILITY
Below are the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF).
Criteria 1 – General eligibility
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or carer of a student attending a registered Government or non-government
Victorian primary or secondary school must:
• on the first day of Term one
•
a)
b)

on the first day of Term two

be a holder of one or more of the eligible financially-means tested cards OR be a temporary foster parent,
and;
submit an application to the school by the due date.

For the list of eligible financially-means tested cards refer to the CSEF Policy:
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above.
Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or secondary
school. CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE.
Special Consideration
A special consideration category exists for

Families on a bridging visa, temporary protection visa, in community detention or are asylum seeker families

Students in temporary out of home care arrangements, including statutory kinship care
For more information, see https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility
Eligibility Date
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/carer concession card being validated successfully
with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (31 January 2022) or term two (26 April 2022).

PAYMENT AMOUNTS

CSEF payment amount
The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the
benefit of the eligible student.
•
Primary school student rate: $125 per year.
•

Secondary school student rate: $225 per year.

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or
excursion costs for your child.
For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see:
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary
schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents/carers so please register your interest at the school.

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM

NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN
1. Complete the PARENT/CARER DETAILS section.
Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your
concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school.
If you are claiming as a temporary Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of
documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner Gold
card to the school.
If you are seeking special consideration, mark this in the form and provide a copy of the relevant documentation.
2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school.
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2022 closes on
the 24 June 2022.

CHILDREN’S CHATTER MATTERS
Focus: Phonological awareness
Ten activities will be provided over the term targeting
phonological awareness. Phonological awareness is one of
the key building blocks for reading and writing. It is listening to and thinking
about the sounds in words.
1. As you read a story with your child, encourage your child to count the
number of words in a sentence. Use your fingers to help. For example, ‘How
many words can you hear in this sentence?’ She loves chocolate biscuits (has
4 words).
For older kids, say a sentence out of their reader/book and see if you can
reorder the words to make new sentences. For example, the sentence “I can
run fast and swim far” can be reordered to make: “I can run far and swim
fast” or “can I run fast and swim far?
Here are some sentences to start you off (remember to choose sentences
from your child’s book/reader):
a. Mike has a red lolly and Sarah has a blue ball.
b. She went to the shops after she went to the pool.
c. Please move quickly to the door.
d. Lucy painted a picture of Mike while he rode his bike.
2. As you read with your child, practice breaking words up into syllables (beats
in a word). For example, chick-en (chicken) has two syllables and el-e-phant
(elephant) has 3 syllables. Clapping out the word into syllables can help. Talk
about how longer words have more syllables.
Ask your child to think of the longest words they know. Demonstrate the
length by clapping out the beats or syllables – caterpillar (cat-er-pill-ar has 4
claps), encyclopedia (en-cy-clo-pe-di-a has 6 claps).
3. Encourage your child to listen to sounds at the beginning of words. Choose
two words from their reader/book and ask them to judge if the two words
start with the same sound (say some that match and some that do not).
Encourage them to say the two words and feel the first sounds with their
mouth. Then, point out the two sounds at the start. For example, “Mouse

and Moon start with the same sound…. Mmmmouse, Mmmmoon. They both
start with the ‘mmmm’ sound”.

While on a long car trip ask your children to write down some of the letters
of the number plates that they pass on the way. Eg; SWP or NAR Then get
them to make up a funny phrase using these letters as the first sound in the
word. for example: Sally Wears Pyjamas or Not Always Right. Gives scores

for the funniest sentence but they have to explain why it’s funny.
4. Have fun with sound play using alliteration (where each word begins with the
same sound). Children will play a “copy-cat” as the parent ‘builds up’ an
alliterative character e.g. Miss Marble. Miss Marble’s muffins. Miss Marble
makes muffins. Miss Marble makes marvellous muffins. Miss Marble makes
marvellous marmalade muffins – “mm ...” You could always begin with the
familiar names for example; Silly Simon sang..., tiny Tina tells..., little Lucy
loves ...
For students with a strong awareness of first sounds, encourage them to
make a tongue twister using words with the same first sound. For example,

Silly Simon searched for seagulls while he sang a sweet song by the sea.

5. Encourage your child to listen to sounds at the end of words. Choose two
words from their reader/book and ask them to judge if the two words end
with the same sound (say some that match and some that do not). Encourage
them to say the words too, and feel the sounds at the end of the words.
Then, point out the two sounds at the end.
After mastering this, you might then say two words and ask your child which
word has a certain sound at the end. For example, “Which word has the ‘d’

sound at the end: bed or man (bed)”.

6. Building knowledge of rhyme takes time, children usually find it easier to
recognize rhyme (which words rhyme? Cat bat tree?) before they can
produce rhyming words (tell me a word that rhymes with ‘rough’?). When
reading/singing rhyming books and songs, pause slightly before the second
rhyming word. This helps your child to think about and even guess what the
rhyming word could be. For example, “wine....dine… they rhyme! They both

have the same sounds at the end of the word (ine).”

Here are a few fabulous books that you might want to find/borrow to read
with your child.
 Hairy Maclary, by Lynley Dodd
 The Wonky Donkey, by Craig
Smith
 The Dr Suess Books
 Noisy Nora, by Rosemary Wells
 Room on a broom, by Julia
Donaldson

7. When learning to read and spell words, children need to be able to blend
individual sounds together to form new words. For example, t – o – p = top.
You can support your child to practice blending sounds together by
separating sounds in words and asking them to say what the word is. Use
words from their book.

Choose words from your child’s reader and say the sounds of different
words in slow motion like this /m/-/a/-/n/ or /f/-/l/-/a/-/g/. Get your child to
guess the words. You can incorporate this into everyday conversation e.g.
Can you please put this in the /b/-/i/-/n/?
8. When learning to read and spell words, children also need to be able to
segment, or break words into sounds. For example, the word ‘sack’ can be
split into s – a – ck. It has 3 sounds. Help your child to ‘find’ sounds and
‘break up’ a word into sounds through practice, using words from their
book/around the room. Start with simple words, with two or three sounds.
Your child might need to use fingers/blocks to support.
For students in Grade 2+, who are capable of breaking simple words into
sounds, practice with words that have consonant blends at the start.
Consonant blends are two or three speech sounds together that are not
vowels, for example: sm, sn, tr, bl, cr, spr, str.
9. The game ‘Sound Thief’ is a great way to support your child to develop their
manipulation of sounds in words (deleting, adding or swapping sounds). Use
real objects or pictures to represent words, then take turns to steal a target
sound. The other player/s need to identify the word and the “sound stolen”.
For example: hat  “at” (you stole the “h” sound from hat).
As a harder task, try swapping a sound in a word. For example: back  “ban”
(you changed the ‘k’ sound to a ‘n’ sound). Decide with your child first the
position of the sound to swap – beginning / middle / end.
10. Swapping sounds or playing a game of spoonerisms is an excellent way to
develop your child’s sound awareness and pre-spelling skills. Start by having
fun with their names for example: Miles Jones – Jiles moans. Paul Jennings
has developed a wonderful book with many pictures of the various
spoonerisms so the students can see the different meanings each spoonerism
conveys. To catch a hat – to hatch a cat or trickier ones – A dragon fly – a
flagon dry. These are also a great way to extend your child’s vocabulary at
the same time. Encourage your child to draw their own sponnerism pictures.
Bugs are slurping – slugs are burping!!!

Safe on Social
Roblox is a sandbox game that many parents think is cute and completely fine for little kids to
play. It can be, if you have the proper parental controls, but most parents don’t. It is also fine if
you sit and supervise your kids’ use of Roblox, but let’s be honest, we are all busy, and most of
us use our kids’ gaming as time for ourselves - a little time out. And that is ok as long as you
have everything set up correctly.
There is always a risk of grooming and your child seeing something that makes them feel upset
or uncomfortable.
In every session that we ever hold with kids, a vast percentage say that they do not tell their
parents when they see something terrible online or something happens because they are scared
you will ban them from gaming.
Please never ban your kids from using games if they speak up, and if you do, you may drive
every conversation you want to have with them underground and be entirely in the dark about
what is going on. Absolutely ban them if they break a rule like having their phones in their room
after a 6pm curfew for example. But please never ban them is they speak up. They are often just
asking for help.
Recently there was a story published on the BBC that I will not share because the content is
offensive. So instead, I have copied the link here, but please be advised that I am letting you
know there is a big trigger warning from me before you click through. It discusses sex, Sex
fetishes, sexualized violence, and anti-semitism.
If you do want to read it, you can click here:
https://bbc.in/3LA8rOz?fbclid=IwAR3651bSjk3GhAigdMPIZB8MOEIT0j35oYqFgmJL0TScJf8Cu
CRElZrAU5s
Roblox has an issue with what we call “Condo” games. They are there for a short time (usually
only an hour or so) before they are reported to or discovered by the Roblox algorithm and taken
down in a reasonable attempt to keep kids safe. The rate of these “condo games” generated will
only make this more complicated.
Here are a few tips for your child’s Roblox account:
Don’t use your real name or your child’s name to sign up.
Make sure your password is at least eight digits long with upper and lower-case letters, plus a
number included.

Change the passwords at least every school holidays.
Enable account restrictions by clicking here and following the steps:
https://en.help.roblox.com/hc/en-us/articles/360000375686-Account-Restrictions
Through the above link, Roblox has some great safety tips. Please take the time to work through
them all with your child. They will then learn to do this with every game they use with your
guidance.
Please make sure you tell them that they can talk to you about anything they see online that
makes them upset or feel uncomfortable without the risk of being banned from playing.
Keep gaming consoles and use of games in the family room.
Make sure that kids know that they tell you immediately if anyone asks them to follow them on
another app or game (like TikTok). If anyone asks them to be their boyfriend or girlfriend online,
this happens a lot and could be online grooming. Be vigilant. These people are on the other side
of a screen, and your kids are safe as long as they are brave enough to speak up and get help an important life skill.
Make sure your kids know that if anyone threatens or bullies them on a game if they speak up
and tell you or another trusted adult immediately that you can help them. Teach them how to take
a screenshot.
Kids always tell me that they get anxious, angry, and agitated when gaming. Especially if time up
is when they are right about to complete something. Some kids, who are Neuro Diverse, often
love gaming but struggle a little more than others to control their anger when they have been
gaming.
One thing I have suggested, and I have seen it work through experimenting with close family and
friends. Buy them a sketchbook and encourage them to draw and design their games. It is like
journaling for a gamer - it calms their mind, helps them regulate, engages creativity. They love it!
You will soon see them spending hours working on the drawings of the characters, writing the
script and design of their game. I have even seen kids plan it right down to listing the songs they
want to use in their games.
We can never discount the fact that there is a lot of opportunity for kids in the gaming industry everything from being a music producer through to gamification of training in the corporate
sector. Encourage the good stuff through responsible gaming – check the classifications and set
restrictions that work for you and your kids.

