
 
                                 

 

A Lenten Prayer 

Lord, teach me a new freedom.  

Freedom to reject comparison  

And to embrace uniqueness.  

Freedom to cut ties with greed  

And feast on love.  

Freedom to abstain from over indulgence  

And feast on self-control.  

Freedom to leave behind selfish thoughts  

And to focus on the needs of others.  

Freedom to fend off insecurity  

And to embrace grace.  

Lord, at this time of Lent,  

Thank you for the freedom you bring.  

Amen 

 

 

 
 

St Patrick’s Primary School, Wangaratta, would like to acknowledge the Yorta Yorta Nation, whose clans include 

Bangerang (Pangerang) Kaitheban, Wollithiga, Moira, Ulupna, Kwat Kwat, Yalaba Yalaba and Ngurai-illiam-wurrung, as 

the Traditional Custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

 

This school supports the CHILD Safe Standards (Ministerial Order 870) and actively seeks to ensure that all students are 

kept safe from all forms of harm at all times. 
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You might first think that Lent is just about giving up junk food or vowing yet again to create 
healthy habits in your life. It can however be an opportunity to discover a much deeper and more 
powerful purpose. May we walk through this season intentionally, removing distractions that take 
our gaze away from God’s love?  
 
May we quiet the noise that pulls us from adoration of you and puts our attention on lesser things? 
May we simplify where we have been stressed, may we surrender what has been burdensome. 
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Ovens St, Wangaratta, Vic 3677 Phone: (03) 5721 5795 Fax: (03) 5721 9604 

Email: principal@spwangaratta.catholic.edu.au 



Building Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How quickly it disappears! The dust has settled and the rubble is being removed as I type. I am 
amazed at how much land is really here and excited about the potential we have, not only with 
the new build, but with the future play space that will become available to us. Fun times ahead! 
 
SIMON 
 
St Pat’s is moving from an old online platform (nForma) to a new platform called SIMON. This 
platform now brings us in line with the other schools within the diocese. This platform allows us 
to streamline all our operations and give parents easier access to school information. 
 
The first (and simplest) stage involves marking the roll, which staff have now transitioned to. 
Future stages include student reports, a Parent Access Module (PAM), electronic permission 
notes and much more. Further communication will be shared as we implement them. 
 
Student Attendance 
 
Just a reminder that if your child is going to be away at any time, please notify your child’s teacher 
or the school office by no later than 9.00am of that day. As our legal obligation, absences must 
be recorded by the school and the school must contact families if there are any unknown 
absences. 
 
COVID 
 
We have had a slight rise in COVID cases since the long weekend. Please continue to test 
students, monitor for symptoms and quarantine if necessary.  The school must be informed of 
any cases that arise. 
 
Parents and Friends Meeting 
 
We will be holding our first Parents and Friends meeting for the year on Monday 21st March, 
6.00pm-7.00pm at the school. This meeting will include revisiting the role of the P & F and 
planning the fundraising events for the year. All those attending must show proof of double 
vaccinations. 
 



Reconciliation Certificate Presentation 
 
Congratulations to all those who received their Reconciliation Certificates at Friday’s Assembly. 
The children received the Sacrament last year, but due to COVID, had not received their 
certificates. 

 
Wangaratta Chronicle Marathon and Fun Run 
 
This year's Chronicle Marathon and Fun Run will be held on Sunday 30th March. Information 
regarding the event can be found on the very entertaining video link below. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKZiRztE5MY 
 
Immunisation Status 
 
Could all Foundations parents/carers, who have yet to do so, please provide your child’s 
Immunisation status certificate to the school office as soon as possible.  
 

Easter Egg Raffle 

Thank you to the families who have donated an egg to our Easter Egg 

Raffle. The raffle will be drawn on the last day of term 1, Friday 8th April. 

For those new to the school we usually have fifty plus prizes, including 

some pretty big Easter Egg Baskets.  Raffle tickets were sent home 

yesterday.  All proceeds go to Caritas.   

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund - CSEF 
 

If you have a Health Care Card, please remember to complete the CSEF forms, that was sent 
home last week, and return to school. (Copy attached at the end of this newsletter) 

 
 
 



Newsletter 

 
Our newsletter can be accessed on our website.  Annette (in the Office) also has a mailing list 
that she is happy to include you on. 
 
Simply email Annette on: abeitzel@spwangaratta.catholic.edu.au or phone the office 
(0357215795) and Annette will put you on the list. If all else fails, you can request a hard 
copy from the office. 
 
Mass Times 

 

* Saturday 4.00pm Our Lady’s 
* Saturday 6.00pm St Patrick’s 
* Sunday 8.00am St Patrick's 
* Sunday 9.00am Our Lady's 
* Sunday 10.30am St Patrick's 
* Sunday 10.00am Moyhu 
* Sunday 10.30am Whitfield (1st Sunday) 
 

      https://catholicwangaratta.wixsite.com/wangaratta  
       

 
 
Gabby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

  
 

   

MARCH  21st - 6.00pm P & F Meeting   

      
 

  APRIL    8th - 2.25pm End of Term 1 

     15th - Good Friday 

     18th - Easter Monday 

     25th - ANZAC DAY 

     26th - PUPIL FREE DAY - Respectful  

Relationships Staff Training Day 

     27th - 9.00am Term 2 Commences (Wednesday) 
 

 

  MAY   20th - School Photos 
 

 

JUNE   13th - Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

24th - 2.25pm End of Term 2 
 

 

JULY   11th - 9.00am Term 3 Commences 

   29th - PUPIL FREE DAY – Strategic Planning  

Day 
 

AUGUST 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 16th - 2.25pm End of Term 3 
 

 

OCTOBER    3rd - 9.00am Term 4 Commences 

   31st - PUPIL FREE DAY – Report Writing Day 
 

 

NOVEMBER   1st - Melbourne Cup Holiday 

25th  - 2023 Planning Day  
 

DECEMBER 15th - 3.25pm End of Term 4 for Students 

   16th - End of Term 4 for Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

            
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PAT ON THE BACK 
 
Foundation Congratulations to LIA TEKESIC for the wonderful work ethic she displays in 

Mrs Patterson class. Lia is eager to commence her work and always open to learning and trying  

something new.  
 

Foundation Congratulations to BENJI VIHM for how he consistently helps around our 

Miss Box classroom without being asked and not for recognition. Your efforts do not go  

unnoticed. Thank you for being such a thoughtful member of our classroom! 
 

Year 1/2   A big pat on the back to VIVIENNE WATT for the wonderful way she has gained 

Mrs Bray confidence to share her ideas with her classmates. We are all enjoying the interesting  

things you are sharing with us, Viv! 
 

Year 1/2   A big pat on the back to CHESTER MOSS for the way he has shown patience 

Mrs Newton with his fellow peers and the assistance he has given when required. Thank you for  

being so kind and using your time to help others.  
 

Year 1/2   Congratulations to GEORGIE FLETCHER for being a considerate and caring 

Ms Rinaldi classmate, who looks out for others and shows initiative and compassion when there is  

a need.  
  

Year 3/4   Congratulations to AYLA KELLY for her consistent efforts within the classroom. 

Mr McDonald Ayla has been tackling her classwork with a positive attitude and seeking help when 

necessary. Keep up the great work Ayla! 
 

Year 3/4   Congratulations to ALEX RECH for always going out of his way to be of 

Mrs Nicoll assistance to others. Alex is an active classroom participant and he uses his initiative  

when he can see that something needs to be done. 
 

Year 3/4   Congratulations to EVIE STEER for the wonderful Lenten Prayer she prepared  

Ms Sirianni in class. Evie used kind words and thoughts to write a prayer in response to our Project 

Compassion work. Well done Evie! 
 

Year 3/4   A big pat on the back to ALEXANDRA WALLACE for the positive way she 

Mrs Rizzo approaches her learning by always looking for a way to extend and challenge herself.  

Love it Ally, well done! 
 

Year 5/6  A big pat on the back to CLARITY WARD for the wonderful way she has been 

Ms Whitehead applying herself in class and during specialist subjects. Clarity has been trying her best  

and giving 100%. Keep up the great work Clarity! 
 

Year 5/6  Congratulations to MILLIE MCGENNISKEN for brightening everyone’s day, 

Mrs Cassidy Millie always has a smile on her face and is willing to lend a hand to those in need.  
 

Year 5/6   A big pat on the back to GRACE FAHEY-PYLE for the outstanding way she 

Mrs Ackerly analysed author technique in the podcast about marine biologist Valerie Taylor.  Grace 

identified many devices the author used to engage the listener, and presented her  

thinking on a graffiti wall. Well done Grace! 
 

Year 5/6  A big pat on the back to GALAXCIA MARONEY for the positive way she  

Mrs Rickard  approaches all of her learning whilst at school and for her homework. Galaxcia takes  

great pride in everything she does and this is reflected in the work she is producing.  

Well done Galaxcia! 

 



NATIONALNATIONAL
RIDE2SCHOOLRIDE2SCHOOL

DAYDAY
Friday 25 March 2022Friday 25 March 2022

Join in the celebration and  
ride, walk, scoot or skate to school  

on National Ride2School Day.

ride2school.com.au



  

  

  
 

 
 
CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM 

 
 
 
School Name      School REF ID 

 

Parent/carer details 
 

Surname         

First name         

Address        
 

Town/suburb    State   Postcode               

Contact number        

Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN) 

– – – OR 
 

Foster parent under a temporary care order* OR       Veterans affairs pensioner (Gold Card)** 
 

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH). 
**Applicants must provide a copy of the Veteran Affairs Gold card 
 
Is this an application for special consideration (no CRN needed)? Yes ☐ No ☐ 
 

Student details 
 

Student’s surname   Student’s first name Student ID Date of birth 
(dd/mm/yyyy) Year level 

     
     
     
     
     

 

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink customer 
details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also authorise the 
Australian Government Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET. 

 
I understand that: 

 
• DFFH will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET 

personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status. 
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school. 
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DFFH and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund can be determined.  
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and   Excursions 

Fund provided by DET. 
• Information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the DFFH and /or State Schools Relief 

for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance. 
 

You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your 
child’s school. 

 
Signature of applicant                                                                      Date        /       /        



  

  

 
 
 

 
 
CSEF ELIGIBILITY 

Below are the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 
 

Criteria 1 – General eligibility 
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or carer of a student attending a registered Government or non-government 
Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one 
• on the first day of Term two 

 

a) be a holder of one or more of the eligible financially-means tested cards OR be a temporary foster parent, 
and; 

b) submit an application to the school by the due date. 
 
For the list of eligible financially-means tested cards refer to the CSEF Policy: 
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy  
 
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by 
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above. 

 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 
 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or secondary 
school. CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE. 
 
Special Consideration 
A special consideration category exists for 
 Families on a bridging visa, temporary protection visa, in community detention or are asylum seeker families   
 Students in temporary out of home care arrangements, including statutory kinship care  

 
For more information, see https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility 

 
Eligibility Date 
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/carer concession card being validated successfully 
with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (31 January 2022) or term two (26 April 2022). 

 

PAYMENT AMOUNTS 
CSEF payment amount 
The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the 
benefit of the eligible student. 
• Primary school student rate: $125 per year. 
• Secondary school student rate: $225 per year. 

 

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or 
excursion costs for your child. 

For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 

Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary 
schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents/carers so please register your interest at the school.  

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM 
NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN 

 
1. Complete the PARENT/CARER DETAILS section. 

Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your 
concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school. 
If you are claiming as a temporary Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of 
documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner Gold 
card to the school. 
If you are seeking special consideration, mark this in the form and provide a copy of the relevant documentation.  

2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school. 
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2022 closes on 

the 24 June 2022.  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


 

 

 

Dear Parents and Year 6 students, 

We would like to invite you and your family to our Family Discovery Tour on Wednesday 9th March 

from 5.30pm to 7pm, simply scan the QR code below to book your place. 

During the evening you will be able to explore the school, tour our facilities and ask any questions 

to our leadership team and educators. We will also have our student leaders to help with any 

questions that your son or daughter may have about life at Galen. 

Our enrolment process for Year 7 had changed slightly and this year the Family Discovery Tour on 

Wednesday evening for will replace the previous student led tours. 

Our application process has also changed with all applications now online Click here for 

Enrolment Application. Once you have completed the application form & application fee 

payment you will then be provided with a link to our book an online interview for Thursday 17th 

March, Friday 18th March or Monday 28th March (bookings will open Friday 11th March).  

If you are unable to join us on the evening, please register your interest for Year 7 2023 application  

Click here to register your interest for enrolment and our registrar will be in touch. 

We look forward to seeing you and your family! 

 

Galen Catholic College Year 7 2023 Enrolments 

EEnrolments 

https://enrol.galen.vic.edu.au/enrolment-application/start
https://enrol.galen.vic.edu.au/enrolment-application/start
https://enrol.galen.vic.edu.au/request-enrolment-information


 

2km Primary School Challenge 

 

 
Participation and fun is the key ingredient for the 2022 Wangaratta Chronicle Marathon and Fun Run presented 
by Garry Nash & Co Real Estate and we especially encourage students to enter the RJ Sanderson & Associates 2km 
Primary School Challenge and earn points for their school. 
 
We would love to see our primary school students and/or families compete in costume – as their favourite super 
hero or character perhaps, although this is not a requirement. 
 
Why should kids from your school enter? 
The school with the most number of finishers will win a cash prize of $1,000 from the event partner R J Sanderson 
as well as a perpetual trophy to display for the next 12 months. Every student finisher is awarded a ‘finisher’ point 
as long as they have chosen their school as their team when entering. 
 
Smaller schools will not be disadvantaged as there is a factoring system based on the number of students in 
total at the school and how many students participate, so any school has the chance to win the major prize. 
 
There will be two groups for the 2km Primary School Challenge – Racers and Chasers. 
 
The Racers will set off at 9.45am and is for children of all ages who want to race hard and challenge themselves to 
achieve their best. No parents/carers are allowed to start in this wave. 
 
The Chasers will begin at 10am and is for children of all ages. We encourage parent/carer participation and social 
completion of the event as a family in this wave – walking or running is permitted by all participants. 
 
All children in both waves will receive a medal at the finish and their official time will be published on the website, 
however there will be no official placings or prizes for the fastest finishers in this event. Times on the website will 
not be separated by wave, but by age. 
 
Primary School children do not have to be vaccinated (at this stage) to enter this event, but accompanying adults 
must be fully vaccinated and enter via QR code on the day. 
 
 
 
Event date Sunday, March 20 2022, from 9:45am~, Showgrounds Wangaratta. 
~ Event start time may be delayed due to COVID restrictions on the day. If any significant delay is anticipated, the 
consenting parent/carer will be notified via email, or via the nominated school. 
 
 
Please see overleaf for registration form and terms and conditions 
 
Children can also be registered via the wangarattamarathon.com.au website.  
This form does not need to be completed if registering via the website. 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
School representing: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Child 1 ($10) Name: ___________________________________________DOB: __ / __ / ____         BOY      GIRL 

Racer group  or         Chaser group 
 
Child 2 ($10) Name: ___________________________________________DOB: __ / __ / ____         BOY      GIRL 

Racer group  or         Chaser group 
 

Child 3 ($10) Name: ___________________________________________DOB: __ / __ / ____         BOY      GIRL 
Racer group  or         Chaser group 
 

Children listed on this form must be from the same family. If more than 3 children, please use an extra form. 
 
Will there be an accompanying adult in the event?          YES  NO 
 
Accompanying Parent/Carer Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
NOTE:  Adults will only be permitted to accompany children on the course if they are wearing a parent/carer bib.  
 
TOTAL $__________   
 
Form and payment to be returned to school before Friday, March 11 2022 
 
I consent to my children participating in the RJ Sanderson 2km Primary School Challenge and agree to the Waiver 
and Rules*: 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Email: ____________________________________________________________  (for entry confirmation) 
 

 
Phone: _______________________ (Emergency contact) Signature: _________________________________ 
 

*Full WAIVER and RULES available at www.wangarattamarathon.com.au/waiver/ and www.wangarattamarathon.com.au/rules/. Waiver, 
rules and further enquiries may be made by contacting marathonfunrun@nemedia.com.au or phoning 03 5723 0100 (Option 2). 

 
Bibs can be collected on event day. Please leave enough time to collect bibs prior to start time 
 
Only the person nominated on this form will be permitted to accompany children in the run, and they must be 
wearing an identifying Parent bib 
 
Any additional information will be sent where an email is provided by the parent.  
  

  

http://www.wangarattamarathon.com.au/waiver/
http://www.wangarattamarathon.com.au/rules/
mailto:marathonfunrun@nemedia.com.au


Performers
Wanted

Battle of the
Buskers

23 April  |  Wangaratta CBD
Prizes  |  Jam Session with Nicky Bomba
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