
 
St Patrick’s Primary School, Wangaratta, would like to acknowledge the Yorta Yorta Nation, whose clans include 
Bangerang (Pangerang) Kaitheban, Wollithiga, Moira, Ulupna, Kwat Kwat, Yalaba Yalaba and Ngurai-illiam-wurrung, as 
the Traditional Custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

 

This school supports the CHILD Safe Standards (Ministerial Order 870) and actively seeks to ensure that all students are 
kept safe from all forms of harm at all times. 
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The Corona Virus is all consuming in respect to the attention that it rightly attracts 
from our media outlets. It’s also extremely important, as the media outlets have an 
opportunity to educate us all on how to keep each other safe. For that, I thank them, 
and I pray that they continue their work in a non-partisan way. 

In spite of this though, my thoughts are with the Muslim Communities of New Zealand 
at the moment, as they relive the horror of losing loved ones at the hands of a 
merciless killer. It must be a torment for many of them. I can’t imagine how I’d feel at 
losing a loved one at the hands of an ani mal such as this person. I see that families 
of victims were given the opportunity to address this madman. There was a range of 
emotions present: anger, sadness, desolation, rage. 

I was particularly struck, though, by the mother of one of the slain men who looked 
at the perpetrator and forgave him. In my view, this takes more “guts” than the person 
who pulled the trigger. In her situation, I’m not sure that I would have the courage or 
desire to forgive. I think her actions are inspirational. 

It was also a reminder to me of God at work in the world. Not a Muslim God, not a 
Jewish God, not a Christian God. Just my God that is all embracing of the religions 
of the world and has at its heart, love. 

I pray for these families at this time of great sadness that they may find peace and be 
able to move on from this great tragedy knowing that their loved ones are now in 
God’s loving care. 

 

Dear Parents, 

I wanted to begin by thanking you, our families, for your ongoing support. We know only too well how hard 

remote learning can be on families. Please make sure you contact your child’s teacher or me if you have any 

queries or questions. It is vitally important to us, your school family, that you feel supported so as to make 

remote learning as smooth as possible. I am heartened by the fact that every day that goes by, is a day closer 

to getting the students back to school. 

THANK YOU REES & REES FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 

         St Patrick’s School 
Ovens St, Wangaratta, Vic 3677 Phone: (03) 5721 5795 Fax: (03) 5721 9604 

Email: principal@spwangaratta.catholic.edu.au 
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Weekly Booking closes on Friday at 4.00pm  
Thank you to our families of essential services for your prompt attention to completing the surveys last week 

by 4.00pm on Friday. You made the process much simpler as I was able to get an accurate idea as to how 

many teachers would be required onsite. The form was sent out again today for next week (31st August to 4th 

September) and, as per last week, we will close it off at 4.00pm on Friday 28th August. 

 

If your situation changes after the survey has closed, then you will need to contact me so that I can make the 

necessary changes.  

 

Health Requirements  
Just a reminder that, if your child is unwell (cough, fever, runny nose etc), then they must stay away from 

school until recovered. If you are unsure of their condition, then please seek medical advice. Here is the 

medical advice that I have received from the Department of Education: 

 

MANAGING ILLNESS IN SCHOOLS AND EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES DURING THE 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID- 19) PANDEMIC  

One of the most important things we can do to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in our community 

is to stay at home when we are unwell, even when we have the mildest of symptoms.  

What you need to know:  

If a child becomes unwell during the day, they must be collected from school/early childhood education and 

care (ECEC) as soon as possible.  

If a child has any of the symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) outlined below, however mild, they 

should get tested and they must remain at home until they receive their results:  

•  fever  

•  chills or sweats  

•  cough  

•  sore throat  

•  shortness of breath  

•  runny nose  

•  loss of sense of smell or taste.  

In certain circumstances headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea may also 

be considered symptoms.  

Temperature Checks 
Temperature checks are continuing to go well. Any student who records a temperature in excess of 37.5°C 

will be sent home as per our directive.  

 

THANK YOU DESIGN HOUSE INTERIORS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 



School Council 
The School Council met for the first time in many months. It was an online meeting with Architect Mr Bernie 

Jovaras. Bernie went through the current Capital Plan and answered any questions that arose. Our next 

meeting will be on Thursday, 3rd September at 5.00pm. It, too, will be a remote meeting and an opportunity 

to realign some goal setting that has been put on hold due to the pandemic. As some members were unable 

to access Google Meet, I will try to set up a Zoom (wish me luck!). 

 

Early Arrivals at school 
Please ensure that students attending school do not arrive prior to 8.30am. Ideally, at the moment, 8.45am is 

the best time. 

 

St Patrick’s Church Services 
Due to Stage Three Restrictions for COVID19, all Church Services have been put on hold until these 

restrictions ease. Let’s hope that is sooner rather than later. 

Newsletter 
Our newsletter can be accessed on our website and our Facebook page. Annette (in the Office) also has 

a mailing list that she is happy to include you on. 

 

Simply email Annette on: abeitzel@spwangaratta.catholic.edu.au or phone the office (0357215795) 

and Annette will put you on the list. If all else fails, you can request a hard copy from the office. 
 
 

St. Patrick’s PS APP REMIND 
If you want to keep up with what’s happening around the school, you can 

join REMIND. 

It can be downloaded from the app stores to your devices using either of 

these links: 

Apple - https://goo.gl/IHQHGn or Android - https://goo.gl/FJWEv 

You will need to join our "Class" after you install and sign up - @spatwang, 

or St Patrick's Primary School Wangaratta 
 

Mass Times 
* Saturday 6.00pm St Patrick's 

* Sunday 8.00am St Patrick's 

* Sunday 9.00am Our Lady's 

* Sunday 11.00am at Our Lady’s.  

* Sunday 10.30am St Patrick's 

* Sunday 10.00am Moyhu 

* Sunday 10.30am Whitfield (1st Sunday) 
 

Masses cancelled until further notice 

  

https://deanklayford.wixsite.com/wangaratta 

           Terry  
 

THANK YOU FRANKLY ECO FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
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There are many new versions of traditional fairy tales. Children love reading the new versions and 

comparing what was the same/different with the traditional story. Have a look at these versions: 

The Three Little Bush Pigs by Paul Dallimore (The Three Little Pigs) 

Suddenly! by Colin McNaughton (The Three Little Pigs) 

The true story of the 3 little pigs by A. Wolf by Jon Scieszka 

There was an old lady who swallowed a mozzie by P. Crumble 

There was an old bloke who swallowed a chook by P. Crumble 

Jim and the Beanstalk by Raymond Brigg 

 

 
 
 
 

Mindfulness is the ability to shut off disruptive thoughts so we can enjoy the present 

moment.  The research on this is very well documented, yet not too many of us stop and 

take the time to rest our brains so that we can enjoy what is happening in the moment. 

There are many apps around so try some out and relax, take some time for yourself. Some 

mindfulness apps which you might enjoy are: Smiling Mind, Headspace and Buddhify2, 

Calm.   
 

 

CHATTER MATTERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINDFULNESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance Matters 

Excellent attendance at school allows a child to have the best possible start in life. 

There are lots of reasons why a child should attend school: 

• To learn 
• To build confidence and self-esteem 
• To understand responsibility 
• To develop new skills 
• To grow as individuals 
• To gain qualifications 
• To make new friends, have fun and develop life skills 
• To develop awareness of other cultures 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 
NOVEMBER   2nd - SCHOOL CLOSURE – Planning Day 

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU GINGER & THYME FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
 



PAT ON THE BACK 
 

Foundation  Congratulations to EVIE GIGLIO for her addition work during remote learning. 

Mrs Levesque Evie was able to add up a variety of numbers and make a ‘Hungry Caterpillar 

Addition Book’.  
 

Foundation  Congratulations to ANA HACK for the excellent Maths work she is completing. 

Mrs Shaw  Ana is a wonderful mathematician. Well done, Ana! 
 

Year 1/2  A big pat on the back to BILLY YOUNGER for the outstanding work he has 

Bray/Cornish been doing during our Remote Learning program. We continue to be so proud of 

    the way you have extended yourself and always taking on challenges. Keep it 

   up, superstar! 
 

Year 1/2   Congratulations to ZARA HAMILTON for the outstanding effort she is putting  

Cassidy/Barry  into all remote learning tasks! 
 

Year 1/2       A big pat on the back to AYLA KELLY for always having a positive attitude  

Ms Rinaldi towards everything she does, completing tasks to the best of her ability and 

being a positive role model for others. You are a superstar, Ayla! 
 

Year 1/2  Congratulations to HARLAN WITTE for having a happy and enthusiastic  

Mr Capper attitude towards all aspects of his work. He is a very respectful member of our 

class. Keep up the great work, Harlan! 
 

Year 3/4             Congratulations to EVA PARKINSON for producing a very detailed and  

Mrs Nicoll  interesting Information Report about the Cassowary! 
 

Year 3/4  Congratulations to FINLAY MATASSONI for the enthusiasm she brings to our 

Miss Sirianni Remote Learning and Google Meets. She is always willing to share her work 

during Meets with the class and checks in with comments on her work to see if 

she has correctly completed tasks. Thanks for being a super worker, Finlay! 
 

Year 3/4  A big pat on the back to LUCAS NOLET for demonstrating a positive attitude 

Mrs Rizzo towards learning challenges and actively taking responsibility for his learning. 

Keep up the wonderful effort, Lucas! 
 

Year 3/4  A big pat on the back to JACK MAIDEN for the great work he did while he was 

Ms Whitehead at school this week. His writing was really good. Keep up the great work, Jack!  

 

Year 5/6  Congratulations to TOBY EDWARDS-POKRIVAC for the engagement and 

Mrs O’Connor motivation he has demonstrated during remote learning, especially in his 

Fraction slide show. Well done! 
 

Year 5/6 Congratulations to CHARLOTTE STEADMAN for the excellent Mrs Wordsmith 

Mrs Ackerly  writing she is doing whilst on Remote Learning. Well done! 

 

Year 5/6  A big pat on the back to STELLA JOHNSON for her participation in Reading 

Mrs Rickard Groups each week, being always ready to learn, provide interesting and thought-

provoking ideas and actively engage in conversations about the book Unmasked 

by Turia Pitt. Well done Stella! 
 

Special Award  Congratulations to HANNAH NOLAN, CHARLOTTE MULLAVEY, WILL  

Mrs Patterson JAMES, ELEANORA ROBINSON & LUKE DILLON for the way they 

collaborated together, as a team, to solve their Maths Investigation entry for the  

MAV Talent Quest Competition. They used their understanding of 24hour time 

to solve “What would a day look like on the International Space Station for 3 

astronauts?” 



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE CLASSROOM 
 

FOUNDATION – Caz & Trish 
 

Once again, thank you for all your wonderful work. I think we are doing a marvellous 'team effort' 
to ensure our students are continuing on their learning journey. We applaud all of the work you 
are doing with your child. Grazie! 
If you need any help, please don’t hesitate to contact us via email or Seesaw. Each Sunday the 
planner will be shared with you to help you work through the daily activities planned. 
 
Religion  
 
The students will continue the Religious Education unit called, ‘I am special so are you!” 
The outcome is -  
 
'Identify the gifts God has given the students.’ 
 
The students have a selection of books to listen to and think about what special qualities the 
characters have. The students can draw a picture of themselves and write/draw all the things they 
are good at. Parents and siblings can add to their drawing/writing. 
Students could choose to write an 'I am Special' story or they may like to make a collage of a 
series of pictures that reflect their own gifts and talents. 
 
Literacy 
 
The Foundation students will continue to listen to the big book and complete a writing activity 
about the Fairy-tale each day. Thank you for continuing to read with your child every day. 
Remember, your child can read the PM books that are set up online, 
https://app.pmecollection.com.au/login. 
They can use the password and username that was sent home with your child. 
 
Maths 
 
The students will practise making, copying and continuing patterns. Throughout the week the 
students will be involved in a variety of pattern making activities. There are activity worksheets 
included in your take home packs marked, Week 7. Also, there are 3-4 pattern activities assigned 
on Seesaw Activities for your child to complete.  
 
In the activities section of Seesaw, you may also find Science, Italian and Music sessions. 
Physical Education will be an attachment to the planner.  
 
Have a wonderful week. 
Grazie, once again for all your hard work, 
Carolyn and Trish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU REES & REES FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
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YEAR ONE/TWO – Janina, Amanda, Elise, David, Karen & Leah 
 

Important days to remember: 
Friday 18th September – Term 3 ends 

 
We would like to thank all our families for their ongoing support once again during Remote 
Learning.  The next H.E.L.P packs will be available from the front office from this Friday 28th 
August in the afternoon.  These packs will cover the next 2 weeks of remote learning. 
 
It is important students maintain their learning whilst at home so that they don’t fall behind in their 
learning.  Setting up a good routine and expectations is paramount.  If your child attends school 
on site part time, the school days when they are at home, they are still required to complete their 
work for the required day. 
 
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, please note that some of the activities are repeated over 
several days, this helps to ensure students have consolidated their learning and can transfer skills 
to new learning situations.  Depending on the understanding of your child, you can modify/extend 
e.g. in math’s; working with larger numbers/multiple numbers/multi step problems. 
 
Literacy focus 
 

• Writing - Recount writing, Fairy Tales, Letter Writing.   
The students have really enjoyed writing their own fractured fairy tales and have 
also participated in activities involving writing letters to a fairy tale character of their 
choice. 
 

• Spelling – ‘v’ as in van, ‘w’ as in wet, ‘y’ as in yes, ‘str’ as in strip and ‘oo’ as in 
hoop.  Take a look back at the Spelling rubric from our Remote Learning pack in 
May to find some additional activities you might like to try at home. 
 

• Please ensure students are reading at home. Don’t forget to fill in your yellow 
reading logs during Remote Learning.  We have been encouraged students to take 
a photo of their reading logs and upload this to Seesaw so we can see all the 
wonderful reading that is happening at home. If you require a new set of books, we 
recommend swapping your packs over when you come into school to collect the 
H.E.L.P packs.   

 
Numeracy focus 
 

• Division  
 

Inquiry focus 
 

• Through Generations 
 

Religion focus 
 

• Baptism 
 

4Rs 
 

• What makes a kind friend? 
 
Have a great week everyone!  
 
 

THANK YOU HAMEX FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 



YEAR THREE/FOUR – Karen, Nara, Ellie & Jess 

 
Again, we would like to thank all our parents and students for the tremendous amount of effort 
you have put into following our Remote Learning programs. We continue to be blown away by the 
amazing work completed for the set learning assignments and tasks.  
 
As a reminder, please be aware that all students are expected to attend their class Google Meet 
each day, at the time nominated by the classroom teacher. If your child is unable to attend a 
Google Meet, please advise his/her teacher via email. Attendance is mandated by the Catholic 
Education Office and daily records of attendance and absence have to be forwarded by the 
classroom teacher. 
 
In Reading: this week, the students continue working on a variety of comprehension tasks using 
platforms such as Reading Eggspress, Kids News, Tim Faulkner’s Animal Tales and activities 
from Comprehension and Detail Task Cards. 
 
In Writing: This week, students are completing their research of an animal of their choice for their 
Information Report Writing task. They will continue following the steps outlined in the Google 
Slides instructions, on researching specific details about their animals, before editing and 
publishing their findings together as an Information Report in a Google Doc.  
 
In Spelling, students are working on the short phonemic sound (_air_) which can be produced 
by many different letter combinations: _air_ (hair); _are_ (share), _eir_ (their) and _ear_ (wear). 
Students are completing a variety of activities such as word sorting, breaking words into 
phonemes, creating sentences and completing Reading Eggspress Spelling tasks about this 
sound. 
  
This week in Maths, students are learning about different ‘Addition Written Strategies’, particularly 
the ‘Jump Method’ and the ‘Column Method’. Each day students are completing tasks from 
Studyladder as well as workbook activities that are focused on assisting them to develop efficient 
strategies so as to confidently add numbers using a variety of written methods. We have also 
provided a selection of card games that can be enjoyed as a family (these can be found on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday’s slides of this week’s Maths assignment). 
  
In Religious Education this week, the students will watch and reflect on a video of the picture 
story book, ‘The Everything Seed, A Story of Beginnings’. This book invited readers to reflect on 
how the wonderful world around us came from tiny beginnings and is ever expanding and growing. 
Students are asked to create their own artwork which shows their response and understanding of 
the concept of ‘The Everything Seed’ as expressed in the book.  
 

 

YEAR FIVE/SIX – Andrea, Helen, Sharyn & James 
 

Congratulations to the School Captains for organising a wonderful Remote Learning assembly 
last week. This week the Media Team will be preparing and presenting the assembly.   
 

Mathematics 
 
 

Following on from the Black Balloons task last week, this week students are investigating energy 
use within their homes.  Students are asked to conduct an audit and fill in a simple Google Form 
that will gather the class data. From there, they will complete and interpret the Google graphs and 
make statements based on their observations.  Some students may be extended via constructing 
their own graphs based on collected data and posing questions and solutions. 
  

THANK YOU LINDENWARRAH FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 



 

Literacy 
 
 

The focus in Literacy during remote learning is continuing reading comprehension skills through 
literacy circles, kids’ news tasks and the students listening to a number of podcasts related to our 
Inquiry topic of Democracy. In writing, the students are being exposed to a range of expository 
styles within the non-fiction genre.  This week students will create persuasive posters, poems and 
essays surrounding issues being presented in the media, including the Free the Flag debate. 
 

Religious Education 
 
 

The Sandhurst Diocese has put together a virtual ABLAZE experience. Last year the 5/6 students 
attended the Ablaze concert led by the extremely talented Father Rob Galea. The students will 
listen to the Ablaze song list and respond to the way the music makes them feel the Spirit. Next 
week, we will begin our unit on The Church in Australia. 
 

Remote Learning Update 
 
 

We continue to be impressed by the growth in resilience and problem-solving strategies shown 
by the students. We continue to try and provide a range of interest base activities to keep students 
motivated.  We would love to hear about any initiatives or activities that your child has been 
involved in outside of school learning to keep themselves motivated at home.  Any ideas you have 
that we could ‘pass on’ to benefit other students in their efforts to stay motivated during these 
challenging times, would be greatly received.   
 
 
 

 
 

MAYFAIR SHOWBAGS 

WANTED PLEASE – 

McDonald’s Toys (in the wrappers),                   

COLES Little Treehouse Books (in wrapper) 

SAFEWAY Lion King Ooshies, Keyrings, Lanyards 

Woolworths Tiles (in wrappers)  

for Mayfair 2021 Showbags 

Please deliver to the office, thank you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU GINGER & THYME FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 


